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Prior to the commencement of the meeting, a parishioner, Caroline Woolley addressed the meeting 
during public participation.  She opened by stating that she had been a former councillor and went 
on to  express her dismay at the behaviour of a councillor at the last parish council meeting which 
she felt was against the Council’s own Code of Conduct.  She expressed the view that councillors 
should respect one another and that this was vital for cohesion.  She was concerned at this particular 
councillor engaging in negativity and said that she was considering making a formal complaint to 
Sedgemoor District Council about the conduct of this councillor. 
 
The Chair opened the meeting formally at 19.33. 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting of Compton Bishop Parish Council that was held in the Cross 

Memorial Hall Cross on Wednesday 13th April 2016 that commenced at 7.30 pm when the 

following business was transacted. 

PRESENT Cllr Terry Mason (Chair), Cllr M Pritchard (Vice Chair), Cllr E Parker, Cllr D McCarthy, 

Cllr J Cole, Cllr K Glimstead, Cllr A Gooby together with the parish clerk Miss H 

Brinton 

1. To receive any apologies for non-attendance 

None received 

 

2. To receive and approve the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held 9th March 2016 

Cllr Glimstead wished to bring up his disagreement with the previous minutes as he felt that 

they were not correct because the clerk had put items on the agenda.  Cllr Cole stated that 

the minutes were a reflection of what was said at the meeting and not whether items should 

have been on the agenda or not.  There was discussion surrounding who had asked for 

items……. To be placed on the agenda and the view was expressed by the majority of 

councillors that the items had been put on the agenda after discussion at the last meeting 

and the Chair had agreed the items be placed on the agenda. 

It was resolved to approve the Minutes of the meeting of Compton Bishop Parish Council 

held on March 9th 2016 and that the Chair sign the minutes as a correct record. 

3. Past Subject Matters – for the purpose of report only 

There were no matters arising from the previous minutes 
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4. To receive any declarations of interest 

Cllr Glimstead declared a pecuniary interest in item 9.1 

 

5. Casual Vacancy and Clerk Vacancy 

1. The Chair and Council formally welcomed Cllr Justin Cole as a serving member of 

Compton Bishop Parish Council 

2. The Council unanimously resolved to accept Mr Alex Gooby’s application to fill the 

existing vacancy on the parish council 

Cllr Gooby duly read and signed his declaration of Acceptance of Office in front of the 

clerk, other councillors and members of the public. 

3. Cllr Glimstead stated that he hoped the new clerk would be neutral in terms of the 

duties of the clerk going forwards. 

4. Cllr Glimstead expressed his view that the temporary clerk had done a good job of 

keeping council business together since the previous clerk’s departure but expressed 

concern as to the reasons for the previous clerk’s departure especially his view that he 

was too involved in council matters. 

 

The Chair said that whilst he understood and respected Cllr Glimstead’s opinion, there 

was no evidence to suggest that this was why the previous clerk resigned and he had no 

reason to support Cllr Glimstead’s remarks.  He suggested that a line was drawn under 

the situation and Cllr Glimstead agreed with this suggestion. 

    6. Complaint against a Councillor 

The Chair talked briefly about the matter between Cllr Glimstead and Mr Rolfe and 

expressed the view that having taken legal opinion from Sedgemoor District Council that the 

matter be left between Cllr Glimstead and Mr Rolfe to resolve and reiterated that he did not 

agree with the reason given by Cllr Gliimstead for the previous clerk resigning and that it was 

connected to the Cllr Glimstead and Mr Rolfe.   

The Chair asked whether council may wish to propose that the matter be removed from 

future agendas.  Cllr Parker proposed the suggestion and Cllr McCarthy seconded. 

 

It was resolved that the matter between Cllr Glimstead and Mr Rolfe was not a concern of 

Compton Bishop Parish Council and would not be part of future council agendas. 

   7.  Finance Matters 

7.1 One invoice for £259.15 payable to Sedgemoor District Council for payroll services was 

presented to the council for approval. 

 

It was resolved to pay the invoice presented 

 

7.2 Cllr Cole asked for an explanation of the excess funds indicated on the report given by 

the clerk to councillors.  The clerk asked the Chair for permission to invite Mr Richard Parker, 
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former temporary clerk to comment as she was not yet up to speed with all of the history of 

the financial matters. 

 

The meeting closed to allow Mr Parker to speak.  Mr Parker explained that the council used 

to have three project areas; allotments, play area and Coffin Lane but only the latter 

remained.  Coffin Lane could cost up to £40 to £50k as a project to enable it to go ahead and 

that this was the reason for one of the ring-fenced amounts. 

 

Mr Parker was thanked for his contribution and the meeting reconvened. 

 

The Chair suggested there were one or two other village projects in the offing including 

planting troughs and Cllr Glimstead informed the council that Puxton Parish Council had 

been given the sum of £40k in respect of a solar grant. 

 

7.3  It was resolved that Compton Bishop Parish Council allocate up to £100 for the 

refreshments for the Annual Parish Meeting to be held on Friday 22nd April. 

 

8.    Planning Matters 

 

8.1 There were no new applications but the one appeal was noted 

 

8.2 Cllr Glimstead said that he wished to clarify councillors’ roles regarding private land.  The 

Chair said that the footpath to which Cllr Glimstead was referring was temporarily 

unavailable.  Cllr Glimstead stated that in his view the footpath was closed and not 

temporarily unavailable.  The Chair said that having taken legal counsel, no one is 

trespassing in using the said footpath unless it had been formally closed and it had not been.  

Melanie Wellman at SDC had been approached and this is the advice she had given council.  

The Chair further stated that the sign had only been put up because steps had been 

removed making the footpath currently unnegotiable by walkers. 

 

Cllr McCarthy stated that she had not trespassed on Cllr Glimstead’s land in taking the 

photographs and had taken them purely to clarify and help the parish council understand 

the issue.  The Chair said that the matter had to be left with Sedgemoor District Council.  Cllr 

Parker asked whether there should be a member of the parish council at the meeting to 

discuss the matter.  The clerk was asked to write to Rob Coates and request that a meeting 

be with a representative of the parish council.  The clerk offered to join the meeting if she 

was able to.  Council agreed that the clerk should attend if possible. 

 

Cllr Cole asked if clarification could be sought about the steps and who removed them and 

asked Cllr Glimstead if he was happy to re-open the footpath.  Cllr Glimstead replied that he 

had no problem with the footpath being open.  The Chair added that there was a history of 

problem with the neighbours next to Cllr Glimstead’s land in terms of the footpath.  Cllr 

Glimstead confirmed that he had never been involved in the footpath and that his had been 

closed by the person who owns the field.  The Chair reiterated that the council wished to 

work with Sedgemoor to re-establish the footpath and rights of way. 
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9.  Highway Matters 

 

9.1 The discussion surrounding this item took place under 8.2 above 

 

9.2 Cllr McCarthy reported that Tess Gill had sent out a report on the Coffin Lane project.  

She added that a walk had been completed from the New Inn to the Farmers’ Market and 23 

people were involved.  James Heappey, MP, joined the walk also.  Cllr McCarthy brought 

copies of the report into the issue for background information.  Cllr Parker asked that Tess 

Gill be requested to send the report to the Axbridge Community Project with reference to 

the design team and feasibility study. Cllr Parker agreed to draft a letter to Gary Warren at 

Somerset County Council Highways department with reference to which signs could be 

removed. 

 

9.3 Cllr McCarthy said that she had received agreement from Gary Warren at SCC Highways 

that speed monitors would be placed along the Webbington Road where the speed changes 

from 30 to 60 miles per hour.  She added with the revocation of the speed limits at Cross 

Lane recently that this must be the way to approach SCC in terms of consistency needed 

along the road with reference to speed limits.  Cllr McCarthy has given the GPS co-ordinates 

to Gary Warren and he will contact the parish council in the future. 

 

9.4 Cllr McCarthy confirmed that two posts to repair the sign had been purchased and that 

her husband will do the work.  For stage 2, they will be put into position near to where the 

cars park to access the footpath underneath Crooks Peak. 

 

9.5 Cllr McCarthy is talking with the Gardening Society with reference to the stone planters 

and they felt it was not a good idea to place them under the signs because of watering 

issues.  She stated that another option would be a good planting scheme that would require 

no watering as maintenance is an issue. 

 

The Chair asked that Cllr McCarthy kept the consultation going. 

 

9.6 Cllr Parker reported that the public seat had collapsed completely and that only two 

posts remain so a seat was needed to be put across.  Cllr Gooby offered to have a look at it 

and try and repair the bench. 

 

10. Environmental Matters 

10.1 Nothing to report 

 

11. Communications 

11.1 Cllr Pritchard confirmed that she was sending out information to 60 people on her list 

12. Cray Charity 
12.1 The Chair explained that the parish council needs to nominate two people to be 
trustees.  Cllr Parker noted that several people in the parish had benefitted from the Trust 
and the Chair reiterated that some thought must be given to this.  Cllr Cole said he would 
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like to put his name forward for one of the nominees and Cllr Parker said that it would be 
further discussed at the Annual Parish Meeting 

 
13. Correspondence 

13.1 Cllr Parker confirmed that she would attend the Cluster Group and said that she felt the 
group could be used to put pressure on things that the council felt were important.  Cllr 
McCarthy agreed that it seemed a good platform in uniting communities on issues regarding 
the local area 
 
13.2 No further items to note 
 

14. Celebration of the Queen’s 90th Birthday 
14.1 Cllr Parker advised the council that the official stamp for the road closure has been 
received.  Kier will provide the road signs for the closure and have asked that pictures be 
taken of the event for publicity purposes.  Cllr Parker advised that there were still practical 
arrangements to be made. 
 

It was resolved to reimburse Cllr Parker £15.70 for expense incurred in relation to the 

street party so far 

 

14.2 Cllr Parker confirmed that the beacon was going ahead in the form of a brazier and 

would be lit at 19.45 at the foot of Crooks Peak on 21st April.  Cllrs McCarthy and Gooby 

offered assistance with the event. 

 

15. Annual Open Parish Meeting – 22nd April 2016 
15.1 The Chair confirmed that Richard Parker had put a flier together for the event and that 
it would be distributed by hand to the parish.  Cllrs Pritchard and Parker confirmed that they 
were making the arrangements for the refreshments. 

 
15.2 It was agreed that a further meeting would take place to discuss who would present 
what at the meeting.  Cllr Parker passed the agenda around and the attendees were agreed. 

 
16. Next Meeting 

16.1 Due to the clerk’s annual leave, the Annual Parish Council meeting will be a week early 
on 4th May at 19.30 
 
There being no more business, the meeting closed at 21.10 


